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MSF: Trump Administration's

Expanded Global Gag Rule

Puts Lives of Women and
aildren at Risk

- 3% b
[\ \W“??\\IH 5 .., 98 y . E
. \S i B 1 ABOR(AND v A . ' k -
ki,i" / m““{\cg‘s\\m\ ' -, A F&n Nad Bl . - 4 =lready forces
IR AR O A A ; 3 < 3

\ .
- h & S, - i
. YT g/

i A i
. le:t ,
.mc\( Despicable and unacceptable I'OBAL /| DIED

The expanded Global Gag R“|e?§6 Q FRo M

lpas lil.?_Globa,
8 Statement from Anu Kumar, ip . B PPgiocs
& President and CEO, in response to - yre/nSl‘at'
today’s announcement of the Irst aCl‘io Ing fhe .
| expanded Global Gag Rule Women 1S in o lobaj T,
E 18 livg ICe, . ag ry
Bt g S put by, /,;’@ of
tann Firgs 1t
Parens? F Exch ; Cs s)
= "‘eqth,p ' wgr;z;?’%ysaf:e Cliong 8 t
1:;'5g,.>,.:_‘_’q:s”"83 'Ihagioba,g istoy;
e thoog) oy o !ay::::, arc,
/tcswjths e
~

Expanded Global Gag Rule is a
major blow to global health and
human rights

~ % The newly expanded rule further advances an extreme
anti-rights agenda
World

The Jan. 27 expansion of the Global Gag Rule is just the latest action by the

ru’ current U.S. administration to decimate global health and human rights.
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THE GLOBAL GAG RULE:

what it is, what changed, and why it matters!

The Global Gag Rule (also called the Mexico City Policy)
is a US government policy that blocks foreign

organisations from receiving US funding if they so much
as mention abortion , even to provide counselling,
referrals, or information about safe and legal
procedures, and even when using their own non-US
money. First introduced by President Reagan in 1984, it
has been switched on and off by successive
administrations ever since.

In January 2025, President Trump reinstated the rule
immediately after taking office. In January 2026, his
administration announced its most sweeping
expansion yet, rebranded as "Promoting Human
Flourishing in Foreign Assistance." The policy now
applies to all non-military US foreign assistance,
including humanitarian aid (food, water, medicine
after disasters). On top of this, it now strips funding
from any organisation that supports transgender

people or engages in diversity, equity,_and inclusion
(DEI) work.

The consequences are already visible. Clinics lose
funding and are forced to shut down or reduce
services. Organisations working in disaster zones
must choose between feeding people and keeping
their funding. During Trump's first term, researchers

documented a rise in maternal deaths, unwanted

pregnancies, and reproductive coercion wherever
the rule took hold. The 2026 expansion extends this
harm to LGBTQl+ communities and

anyone
dependent on aid organisations that value inclusion.

The Global Gag Rule must be permanently repealed, not
just paused when a different president takes office.
Foreign aid should never be used as a political tool to
silence healthcare providers. Governments, international
organisations, and donors outside the US can step in to
bridge funding gaps and protect comprehensive
reproductive and LGBTQI+ health services. Policies
should be grounded in evidence and human rights, not
ideology.

How can YOU respond?

Speak up!
Share this with your network and
break the silence around the rule

Support frontline orgs
Donate to MSI, IPPF, or local
reproductive health providers

Contact your MP / MEP
Ask your government to fill the
funding gap left by the US

Stay informed
Follow Center for Reproductive
Rights, Amnesty, ILGA World
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